THE TRAGEDT OF RAAfSAT AfACDOJfALD
great fear, the fear that had become an obsession with him
that the Labour Party would lose reputation and good name
by being extreme in policy or behaviour. He had long recog-
nized and appreciated the proncncss to panic of the people,.
and feared that the Labour Opposition might become the
victims of a Bolshevik scare.
* The weakness/ he wrote, * of the Labour Party lies in
the fact that it is a " Red Terror '1 to the minds of large
masses of people who know link about it, but who read a
profusion of descriptions of it and an equal profusion of
absurd criticisms of its immediate projects, like the Capital
Levy and Socialism by an Act of Parliament,"
He was genuinely anxious to soothe the minds of his political
opponents and urged the Labour Members to realize the
necessity of adopting a more restrained and orderly Parlia-
mentary deportment. He was intensely irritated by any depar-
ture from dignity and senatorial correct it ueie on the part of the
younger and wilder elements of his supporters.
* The Labour Party/ he says, 4 has not yet suflieicntly
learned, perhaps, what is the most effective Parliamentary
demeanour, and, in its spirit of deadly earnestness, it may
sometimes forget that a poor argument or a rude remark
is   not   worth   noticing,   and   that,   whilst   demonstrative
enthusiasm may be understood by those who know all the
circumstances, it tends to antagonize people who read of it
in the papers next morning.'
The Premiership of Mr. Bonar Law was short-lived. There
is no doubt that his absence from the Leadership of the House
of Commons was to some extent the cause of the weakness and
inactivity of the Government. In April 1923 Bonar Law was
a dying man, and the question of his successor was eagerly
canvassed. There were many eager aspirants for the post.
As far as the Tory hierarchy was concerned, there was no
other candidate possible than Baldwin, Indeed, the choice of
Baldwin, which should have caused amazement, had a sense
of inevitability about it. His selection was not because he was
the only person who possessed the ability, popularity, and
experience. Sir Sidney Lee has pointed out that almost every
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